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Guidelines for Orderly Development

Supervisars, all City Councils within Ventura Countyand the Local A gency

T he “Guidelines for Orderly Development™ have been adopted by the Board of

Formation Commission (LAFCO) They refine the guidelines originally
adopted in 1969 and maintain the consistent theme thaturban development should
be located within incorporated cities whenever or wherever practical.

The revision of these Guidelines in December 19%6 culminated an effort during
the year by the County, Cities and LAFCO to improve the clarity of relationships
betereen local agencies with respect to urban development projects.

Intent of Guidelines

+ Clarifytherelationship between the
Cities and the County with respect
tourban planning

+ Facilirate a better understanding
regarding development standards
and fees

+ Identify the appropriate govern-
mental agency responsible for
making determinations on land use
requests

Jurisdictional
Framework
The Guidelines are a unique effort to
encourageurban development to-occur
within Cities; enhance the regional
responsibility of County government;
and facilitate the orderly planning and
development of Ventura County by:

+ Providing aframework for coopera-
thve intergovernmental relations.

+ Allowing for urbanization in a
rmanner that will accommedate the
development goals of theindvidual
communities while conserving the
resourees of Ventura County.

+ Promoting efficient and effective
delvery of community services for
existing and future residents.

+ Identifying ina mannerunderstand-
able to the general public the plan-
ning and service responsibilities of
local governments providing urban
services within Ventura County.

General Policies

+ Urbandevelopment should ocour, whenever
and wherever practical ,within incorporaced
cities which exist to provide a full range of
municipal services and are responsible for
urban land use planning.

+ 'The Cities and the County should strive to

produce general plans, crdinances and pol-
icies which will fulfill thees Guidelines,

Policies Within Spheres of

Influence

+ Applicants for land use permits or entitle-
mentsforurbanuses shall be encouraged to
apply to the City to achieve their develop-
ment goals and discouraged from applying
to the County.

+ The City is primarily responsible for local
landuse planning and providing municipal
BErVIOEs.

* Prior to being developed for urban pur-
posss of to receiving municipal services,
land should be annexed to the City.

* Annexation to the Cityis preferable to the
formation of new or expansion of existing
County service areas.

+ Land uses allowed by the Countywithour
annexation should be equal to or more
restrictive than land uses allowed by the
ity

* Development standards and capital
improvement requirements impeosed by
the Countyfor new or expanding develop-
ments should not be less than those thar
would be imposed by the City
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Policies Within Areas of
Interest Where a City
Exists

foutside that City's Sphere of Influence)

+ Applications for discretionary land

use permits or entitlements shall
be referred to the Ciry for review
and comment. The County shall
respond to all comments received
from the City.

The County is primarily respon-
gible for local land use planning,
consistent with the general land use
goals and objectives of the City.

Urban development should be
allowed only within Existing
Communities as designated on
the County General Plan.

Existing Communities as des-
ignated on the County General
Plan should financially sapport
County-administered urban ser-
vices which are comparable to

those urban services provided by
the Cities.

Policies Within Areas of
Interest Where No City
Exists

+ The County is responsible for land

use planning and for providing

municipal services.

+ Urban development should cnly be

allowed in Unincorporated Urban
Centers or Existing Comnminities
as designated in the Counry Gen-
eral Plan.

+ Urban development in Unincorpo-

rated Urban Centers should only be
allowedwhen an AreaPlan has been
adopted bythe County, to ensure the
proposed development is consistent
with the intent of the Guidelines.



